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TO: Parish Community Life Standing Committee Chairpersons
From: Janet Warren, Diocesan Community Life Chairperson

Greetings. Our Diocesan President Lynn Lavictoire has invited me to serve on the Ottawa Diocesan Council
as Community Life Chairperson, the position vacated recently by Rosanne Nadon.  I express my appreciation
for all the work that Rosanne has done on this committee. 

I joined Annunciation of the Lord Council in 1995 and remained a member in name only until I let my name
stand for executive in 2007.  I served as President of our council January 2011 to December 2014.  Since
then I continue to be active as a Past-President keeping our history up-to-date.  I have been married to Ken
for 42 years and we have 4 children and 3 grandchildren all living in the city.  At the parish I offer my time in
music ministry and parish reception committees. 

Warmth and Comfort Project

Homelessness, our current Diocesan theme, was the subject of our work in the fall as we prepared for our
own personal Christmas celebrations while at the same time keeping in mind those without a home to go
to.   At  our  parish  the  small  contributions  of  each  member  toward  the  Warmth  and  Comfort  Project
combined to produce a wonderful display.  These were taken to a local homeless shelter where they were
well received.  I look forward to seeing the results of our efforts as a province and how all these gifts were
distributed.  In her December Directive, Ontario Provincial Council Community Life Chairperson Joanna Sisk
suggested that we move out of our comfort zone by stopping to speak briefly with those on the street who
are seeking some assistance from us who are passing by.

Joanna further brought to mind for us that each Christmas season on the Feast of the Holy Innocents we
ponder The Flight into Egypt, one of the Seven Sorrows of Mary.  We recall how Our Blessed Mother and St.
Joseph with the Infant Jesus+ had to flee their home and seek refuge in a foreign land.  We hear the stories
of families today who have had to flee their homelands, seeking refuge in camps before being accepted for
immigration to a new country.  Many parishes are welcoming such families into their midst.  How can we
serve them?

Catholic Social Teaching

In her last communiqué, Rosanne Nadon introduced a definition of Social Justice according to the Oxford
Dictionary.  Within Catholic Social Teaching, Social Justice is a virtue along with Social Love that enables us
to work with others to effect change for the good of all.  

We are called to love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves.  We live our love of God by living our love
of neighbour as Christ has loved us. Catholic Social Teaching is living the love of God.  Together with the
virtues of Social Justice and Social Love there are four fundamental principles of Catholic Social Teaching1:
Human Dignity, The Common Good, Subsidiarity, and Solidarity.



Everything begins with our dignity as human persons created in the image and likeness of God, all children
of God and brothers and sisters of each other.  All our human rights originate from this dignity, the most
basic of which is our right to life from conception to natural death.  To work for the common good is to
work for the conditions that enable us to become all that God intends.  Included here is the right to the
goods of the earth, the needs of the poor and care of the environment.    Subsidiarity advocates for the
freedom of people to participate in the life of society in groups and organizations working for the common
good.  Solidarity means living in union with one another, committed to the good of all, with the sense of
family.

The saints have lived this love of God down through the ages; however, in modern times there have been
increasingly greater injustices to humanity in the name of progress.  The modern understanding of Catholic
Social Teaching began officially with Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical, Rerum Novarum in 1891, the first in a long
series of Papal and Pastoral documents.  (There was a brief history done by the Ontario bishops a few years
back which you might find interesting.  See below.2)  Another good resource for Catholic Social Teaching is
the Symbolon Series, episodes 9 & 103. 

1.  Fundamental Principles of Catholic Social Teaching,  Resource document by Fr. Lloyd Cummings,
Archdiocese  of  Kingston,  endorsed  by  the  Assembly  of  Catholic  Bishops  of  Ontario.   See
www.acbo.on.ca

2. One Hundred Years of Catholic Social Teaching, Document by The Catholic Bishops of Ontario.  See
www.acbo.on.ca

3.  Symbolon-  Living the  Faith  Series by  the  Augustine  Institute  and presented by  Dr.  Edward  Sri
available at www.formed.org   


